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Sunday, 3 January 2021

WEEKLY PRAYER GUIDE

“In The Beginning...

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.” = John 1:1 ESV

On this first Sunday of 2021, we come before God with
thanksgiving and praise for His faithfulness and love in
protecting us through a difficult year. As we step into this
new year, it is a time for new beginnings. There is no better
way than to be reminded that we are “made new” in our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Word of God.

Let us make a renewed commitment in a concerted effort to
begin this year by being intentional to be serious disciples of
Jesus: to know Him, and to follow Him more closely and
intentionally.

Let us move forward with hope and on the best path
forward, which is to begin with the Word and fix our eyes on
Him to prepare us to bring God’s kingdom come. As the
apostle Paul says in Ephesians 4:22-24, let us “put off our
old self, which belongs to our former manner of life and is
corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the
spirit of our minds, and to put on the new self, created after
the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” For
He holds the power to transform us in His likeness.

Let us begin.

Thank you for picking up this adaptable prayer
guide, which was birthed as a companion
when the pandemic restrictions began on
March 18, 2020. Today, this prayer guide
serves to encourage the people of God to
persevere in prayer, in thanksgiving and also
in intercession, for the kingdom of God to
come and for God’s will to be done in these
unprecedented times.

You are invited to P-R-A-Y, that is, *Pause”
and be still, *Rejoice* with a Psalm and
*Reflect® on Scripture. *Ask* in
intercession for God’s intervention, and
*Yield* to His will in your life.

JANUARY PRAYER FOCUS
To end Covid-19 Pandemic
For Selangor and Kuala
Lumpur to return to Green
Zones

12 Noon Pause-and-Pray
THE LORD’S PRAYER

To raise 1 million Christians to
pray The Lord’s Prayer at
noon each day

Pray-For-5 to Come to
Salvation in Jesus Christ
Pray daily for 5 to come to
faith in Christ

For Private Circulation Only
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BE STILL, Deliberately pause - breathe deeply, and welcome the Holy Spirit.

READ and meditate on the merciful, wholehearted and continual love of God that is
new every morning for the next 362 days and more!

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE
Ephesians 4:22-24 5V “To put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is
corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the
new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

Lord God, as we come before You on this first Sunday of the new year, we ask for forgiveness for
allowing the evil one to cast doubts of Your promises and the veracity of Your Word, and of our
failure to believe what You say. We are constantly tossed from side to side, doing what we think is
right in our own eyes, and in so doing, displeasing You by challenging Your righteous character; in
our rebellious ways we subtly call into question Your divine sovereignty and integrity too.

Lord, You do not cast us off forever though our grieving for our sins may be temporary and shallow.
Yet, please deliver us because of Your steadfast love, compassion and mercy. You have promised
that if we will confess our sin, You will forgive us and cleanse us from all our unrighteousness. Renew
our hearts and minds, O Lord, so that we will have deep and genuine repentance and a right spirit
within us. We would pray in the spirit of David: Psalm 51:17 "*Y “The sacrifice acceptable to God is
a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”

Today, as we begin afresh this new year, we choose to put off our old selves and our former way of
life and deceitful desires, and put on our new self, after Your likeness in true righteousness and
holiness, by the power of Your Holy Spirit. We offer our lives to You, Lord. Use us for Your glory.
Teach us to number our days aright that we may gain a heart of wisdom (Psalm 90:12). In Jesus’
name, we pray. AMEN.

WORSHIP
READ AND REFLECT
1. All that | am All that | have

PRAISE | lay them down before You O Lord
We will give thanks to You, O Lord God, with all our | All my regrets All my acclaim
hearts. We want to make a joyful noise to You, O | Thejoy and the pain I'm making them Yours
Lord, and sing to You a new song for You have | Chorus
done marvellous things! Your right hand and Your | Lord | offer my life to You
holy arm have worked salvation. You have revealed E‘ézr?f(t?(')rr‘g\(g‘ﬁ bli?n through
Your righteousness before the nations. You shower | | orq | offer my %ayg to You
us with Your steadfast love and faithfulness | Lifting my praise to You
throughout this pandemic year. All creation will roar | As a pleasing sacrifice
and clap their hands, singing for joy because You | Lord!offer Youmy life
will return to judge the world with righteousness. | 2. Things in the past Things yet unseen
Lord, You are a refuge for the oppressed, a Wishes and dreams That are yet to come true
stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know ’&I;ﬁen;gt gggensq;u]g;g;yﬁfﬂfie 410 You
Your name trust in You, for You, Lord, have never

forsaken those who seek You.

A SUGGESTED SONG:
| OFFER MY LIFE TO YOU - Don Moen

Bridge
What can we give that You have not given
So, fill our hearts with Your abiding joy so that we | And what do we have that is not already Yours

may rejoice in all of life’s circumstances, in seasons | All we possess are these lives we're living
. ) - . And that's what we give to You Lord
of plenty and in seasons of “ttle’ in times of hardshlp Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcFRbulbyoE

and in times of sufficiency.

Thank You, that we are Your children and that You are our Father and Sovereign Lord. We pray that
Your abiding joy and perfect peace will find residence in our hearts this new year, as we rest in Your
love and trust in Your unfailing goodness. Help us to share this joy of knowing Jesus with all those
whom You place in our paths, and we pray that many too may experience the joy which is freely
available to all who believe in this Gospel of Grace. In Jesus' name, AMEN.
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INTERCESSION

In your own sincere and simple words, pause briefly over these suggested prayers and prayer points
as a guide as we seek to further build and deepen our prayer life — in pursuing God, personally and
communally. (Please feel free to add or to re-word these points and items.)

1. NATION 2. DELIVERANCE FROM THE COVID-19
Cleansing of the Spiritual Atmosphere. PANDEMIC
Ask God to cleanse the spiritual
atmosphere over our land in Christ’s mighty
Name, for He alone can dispel darkness in
the unseen realms of principalities and
powers and bring His light, hope and peace
to our nation.
Shine His Light into to Darkness in the
Nation. Ask God to shine His light into the
concealed darkness in Malaysia, expose
that which is hidden, and cause human
darkness and demonic agents to fail and
flee at Your powerful name.
Persevere in hope that He will continue to
work out His purposes in Malaysia. We ask
that the reality of “Thy Kingdom Come” will
be fully felt.
Protect us. Ask God to protect us from
feeling anxious, cynical, embittered,
defeated, apathetic, or be tempted to trust
in political “chariots and horses”.
Look to God for Deliverance. To look to
God first to deliver us from evil, for He says,
“Vengeance is mine.” Final justice belongs
to our God, the Ruler of rulers.

Klang Valley and Hotspots. For Covid-19
cases to stop rising, especially in
workplace-related clusters and high-risk
places in foreign workers' quarters in
factories and on construction sites.
Shortage of Beds in Klang Valley
Hospitals. That patients will be admitted
quickly and without delay.

People Movement. Across states and in
crowded places, malls and restaurants
due to festive seasons. Pray that the
public will be vigilant and responsible
despite “pandemic fatigue”.

Front-liners. Strengthen them with
resilience. Protect them from physical
infection and discouragement. spirit.
Operational Readiness and Vaccines.
For wisdom and caution in the vaccine roll-
out. Pray for the safety and reliability of
the vaccines to be addressed quickly.
Business Recovery. For God’s provisions
for those who are struggling.

Sick and Grieving. May they draw their
comfort and strength from God during this
time of grief and shock.

3. PRAYER FOR THOSE FACING MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES

Our Father in Heaven, we pray for those who are facing mental health challenges and for those feeling
depressed and anxious over this prolonged situation as the Covid-19 pandemic bites deeply into their
daily lives. We pray for our brothers and sisters who may be facing this fog of heaviness today. May they
sense Your presence and comfort and be consoled that You are with them always — especially through
these dark tunnel experiences.

Our hearts ache hearing the spike in suicides during this MCO as debts pile up and relationships break
down. Lead them to a safe place among Your people who will be readily available to listen and console,
and bring hope and offer love at a time when they feel pain, loneliness, and hopelessness and wonder if
life is worth living. Help them to find hope in the One who alone is the “Hope of hopes” - our Lord Jesus
Christ. In Jesus’ name, AMEN.
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4. PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH

Church leaders and workers. That God will guide them with wisdom and strength as they begin afresh this
new year in view of this “new normal”. There is also the need to face the possibility of more waves to come
until the vaccine becomes available, which may stretch into the latter part of 2021. Ask for the necessary
spirit, attitude and giftings in such times that will edify the church, preach the gospel and reach out to the
lost and suffering.

Ask for Prayerful Leaders. To strengthen leaders to stay on their knees in united and persevering prayer,
and to be God’s hands and God’s feet in bringing much comfort, provisions and counsel at this time. For
wisdom and protection in order to act responsibly in stopping the spread of this virus.

A Faithful Witnessing Church. Pray for more opportunities in the new year to be God’s faithful and
courageous witnesses in such times. May those who see us know we are disciples of the Lord Jesus by our
sincere love for one another, as they see the genuine reality of God’s people rising up in joyful strength in
the face of the pandemic. Pray for the body of Christ to continue to pray without ceasing, study the Word
diligently, and contribute spiritually and financially to the wellbeing of the church, not forgetting to look after
the welfare of their ministers, priests, pastors, fellow workers and those in need in God’s household locally.

Revival of His Church. We pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to bring His refining fire of revival, to stir
and sustain in our hearts the hope that is anchored in Jesus Christ alone, and to persevere on because we
know that our hope in Christ is firm, secure and never in vain. Ask God to revive His Church again in the
face of such dark days of deception and violence. We ask for the Holy Spirit to breathe afresh new life in us
to live out greater transformed lives — having the mind of Christ and be filled with His beauty. Pray to ignite
within us zealousness, being filled with the power of God’s love, of godly courage and of compassion to
proclaim His Word boldly, finding our ultimate joy in bringing glory to our Heavenly Father.

Praying in Solidarity. In this prolonged season of “quarantine” which has become a “new normal”, we
realise that these circumstances have long been the daily struggles for the many who are persecuted for
their faith — living in isolation and in fear. We stand together with our hurting brothers and sisters, arising as
one body, one church, for, “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honoured, all rejoice
together. s -1 Cor. 12:26 ESV

Pray for Governments that Oppress Religious Freedom. We lift up governments that pass laws that
curtail and oppress religious freedom. We ask in Jesus’ hame, that these oppressive yokes be broken and
demolished. We pray for Christians accused under blasphemy laws and are facing dangerous trials and
mobs, that You will strengthen them and vindicate them. We ask for God’s protection over our sisters from
physical abuse, kidnappings and forced marriages.

Pray for Families of Abducted Workers. We continue to persevere in prayer for justice to be done for the
families of Raymond Koh, Joshua Hilmy, Ruth Sitepu and Amri Che Mat, that the truth will be finally known
as to their abductions. We pray for God’s intervention to bring closure for the families, and to bring the
respective perpetrators to justice.

5. PRAY FOR THE NATIONS

Ask for safe travels on land, sea and air as more Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. Pray for Shalom to reign
over all nations over the new year. Ask God for protection against pestilence and acts of terrorism and
evil, praying for vigilance on the part of the authorities to be prepared against any planned terrorism or
natural disasters.

6. SPONTANEOUS PRAYERS
Open your heart to be led by the Holy Spirit on other matters that He has for you to pray for our nation and
also for other needs weighing on your heart at the start of a new year.
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YIELD

To yield to His will in your life, that you will be a catalyst
in your home, church and community in encouraging
others to live out fully for Christ, in anticipation of His
imminent return.

CLOSING NEW YEAR READING

READ ALOUD FExodus 33:13-15"" “If you are pleased
with me, teach me your ways so | may know you and
continue to find favour with you......The LORD replied,
"My Presence will go with you, and | will give you
rest." Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does
not go with us, do not send us up from here.””

DECLARE TOGETHER /V/atthew 28:18-20"°" And Jesus
came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that | have commanded you. And
behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age."

CLOSING PRAYER PROCLAIMING HIS KINGDOM
COME - THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 £
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your
name, Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever. AMEN.”

BE STILL

Sunday, 3 January 2021

A SUGGESTED SONG FOR THE NEW YEAR

MAY YOUR PRESENCE GO WITH US
If Your presence doesn't go with us
[Lord] We don't want to leave this place
Lord we need You near

As we go from here

To lead us by Your love and grace

May Your presence fill us every day
May Your Spirit lead the way

Lord to You we call

Let Your glory fall

And may Your presence go with us

If we have found favour in Your sight
Show us Your ways O Lord

‘Cause we want to know You

And live in Your light

For all of our days

Show us Your ways

We have our hopes

And we have our dreams
But we cannot go

Where You will not lead

Lord to You we call

Let Your glory fall

And may Your presence go with us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxv3COLXHe
Q

DELIBERATELY PAUSE FOR A MOMENT, breathe deeply, thank God for His presence and release into His

hands all that you have prayed.

12 NOON PAUSE-AND-PRAY
THE LORD’S PRAYER

-

""*“3’096‘35 "

-

/‘Ehnﬂzam paus tppray "B Lord S Prayer: al 12 106 ¢ven
!

fatthew 69-13 ESV

Let us raise 1 million Christians to pray
The Lord’s Prayer at noon each day.
Let us set our phone alarms and
take a praise break at 12 pm.

PRAY-FOR-5 TO COME TO SALVATION
IN JESUS CHRIST

Renewing Our Pledge to
Pray for the Lost

PRAYING FOR OTHERS TO KNOW JESUS IS ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL THINGS
WE CAN DO, PERSISTENT PRAYER FOR OTHERS BRINGS TRANSFORMATION TO
THEIR LIVES, CONSISTENTLY PRAYING FOR OTHERS TAKES DISCIPLINE, AND THERE
ARE MANY WAYS THAT WE CAN BUILD UP HABITS THAT WILL HELP US TO PRAY,

* | PRAY FOR 5 INDIVIDUALS
Choose § individuaks you know to
regularly pray for thede salvation

i*] MAKE A COMMITMENT

Commit to pray daily
for 5 persons who have yet to come to
salvation in Jesus Christ. Pray with
expectation.
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2021 - THE YEAR OF PERSEVERING IN SOWING

MALAYSIA YEAR OF PRAYER 2021

The Year of
Persevering in Sowing

“Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!”
- Psalm 126:5 ESV

MALAYSIA YEAR OF PRAYER 2021 BOOKLET
Download the full e-copy of the Malaysia Year of Prayer 2021 here.
(Link: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1izI7KVWbdXIrPIEpU--

VGIR[TJihoHMN?usp=sharing)
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